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religion as an affair of climate and of race.    The law
of Moses made few converts beyond the Hebrew
tribes.    Confucius finds no followers out of China.
The Great Spirit   only reigns   in   the   American
woods.    The Ghuebres have never carried their wor-
ship out of Persia and India.    Dagon was. a local
god, the symbol of a people fond of the sea.    Thor
is a denizen of the frozen north.    Brahma is only
known to Hindoos, who make no converts; and so
strictly is this law of living apart, for themselves
only, fixed in the Hindoo's habits of thought, that
a man of one caste can never pass into another; a
Brahman born must remain a Brahman; a Sudra
born must remain a Sudra all his life.   Buddhism
has, in some respects, the character of a universal
church, having  drawn to itself many tribes and
nations,' and   become   the chief  religion  of   the
world, if the  mere number of its   temples  and
congregations could confer that rank;  yet among
the  four hundred millions  of men who worship
Buddha, there is no instance of a'people havino-
ever been converted to the  faith in whom   the
reception of his creed had not been prepared by a
natural inclination towards  the Oriental belief in
transmigration of souls;   so that Buddhism itself,
however widely it may be diffused throughout the